The anatomy of a hill-climber

HILL-CLIMB BIKES look like they've been put
together from the rescued pieces of a head-on
smash between a motacross bike, a late 1980s
sporisbake, a drag bike and a climbing frame,

The hizarrely extended wheelbase helps prevent
the hike flipping backwards on the severe incline. At
times you can ses the home-built swing-anms flexing
as soon as the rider sits on the bike, Like most of the
frames, they're usually heavily medified versions of
the ariginal.

All bikes have to be fitted with a speedway-style
automatic cut-out switch (the likelihood of rider and
beke parting company is high and you wouldn't want
1o be anywhere near one of thesa hikes if its throttle
stuck apenl, a rear grab rail (to allow marshals to
man-handle the bike and attach ropes to lower it
back down the hill), lever ball-ends must be imact (so
they dan’t skeweer riders) and a substantial rear
mudguard to cover the spiked back wheels.

In spite of being so pared down, they have fow
waiaht saving dovices, especially from the gearbosx
backwards. Most rear wheels are taken from a car or
Axd vehicle, All have either scoops or bolis
protruding from the tyre, Too much speed over the
bumips thraws Lthe bike into the air which, with this
much weight, means yvou've lost all momentum
bafore the wheel lands again,

There are GSX-R1100 enginas everywhere, but
axpect to see big motocross engines, at least one
twin-engined Husky, a couple aof CE1000s, a 20055,
a TL100D and, naturally, one with a FireBlade angine,

[abave): The Harley hill-
climber that carried
Jonathan to 127.98
metres and cighth
place. See this monster
o the e stand at the
MNEC Intemnational
Maoiarcycla Show,
MNovernber 9-19.
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GEX-H. The suspension absorbs the bumps and the power is
much more controllable. 1 have a confidence-inspired rush of
lood to my head and make a split declsion to take the more
difficult line up the hill, When "d walked the course between
runs and noted where the toypr riders had ridden, 1 reckoned it
was possible but wasn't sure [ had the guts, [ts a risky line bist
[ conldn’t have lved with myself if | hadn't given it a shot.

5ol do. And it works. [ have the fight amount of speed and
with a little bit of leg work [ move across and into a net up the
left-hand side, From there it's a matter of a constant throttle
and some hard pushing. When [ grind to a halt [ haven't
brroken any reconds but 'm past the middle section, which
is it harrier to so many other riders,

Standing theee-quarters of the way up the mountain,
looking down on the 1000 or so sunburmt faces in the crowd,
the sense of achievement s powerful. I'm 127.98 metres high
and soaking up their applaase, which [ean just make out. [
turn to see a grinning lebster among the ferns at the slde of
the cowrse, It's Chip, and this time | give him a cocky smile
back, Once the Harley's resting place is clocked 1 get to join an
clite bunch of riders when, rather than being lowered back
down, I'm winched up to the top of the hill by & tractor.

Back at the bottom 1wait like a skier watching the rest of
the field compHete their mins. The course was harder this time
and [ huzz with excitement as one after another fail to beat
127.98 metres,

Omnly two other pilottes beat that height on thelr final run.
Iran't believe Jean-France and [etit Lowis ace behind me this
thme, Better mews still comes when I'm tald Uve finished
cighth overall.

Eighth is good enowgh for a trophy, which [ later collect
with the rest of the top 10, As | walk off stage, the
commentator slaps me on the back and asks, "It's good, no?
Yo'l come back next yvear to win?” [give him a big French
shrug and say, “We'll see, Montée Impossibie.”



